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54 MODERN LANGUAGE NOTES 

parallel Barclay's 

The joly harper whiche after was a kynge, 

And slewe the gyaunt so stoutly with his slynge, 

Was fyrste a shepherde or he hadde dygnyte. (5. 505-7.) 

while Sabie's explanation of Moses' mission "to King Pharao" 
(3. 128) may have been suggested by Barclay's account of how 
Moses was called to leave his sheep and go 

On Goddes message to sturdy Pharao. (5. 488.) 

It seems likely that where both writers have used the same pas- 
sage from Mantuan, Sabie selects certain explanatory phrases from 
Barclay's copious additions. 

It appears, then that Barclay's influence upon his successors is 
almost negligible. He affected Googe and Spenser not at all, and 
Sabie but little. And this neglect was not due to an ignorance of 
Barclay's work which must have been familiar to all three. The 
reason is probably the overshadowing fame of Mantuan. The 
popularity of the Latin Eclogues was so enormous, throughout 
England as well as on the continent, that the later poets turned to 
him for inspiration, form, and material. The result is that while 
a common source can be found in Mantuan for portions of all the 
eclogues of the sixteenth century, the first eclogues in English are 
almost entirely disregarded. 

John Richie Schtjltz. 
Allegheny College. 



The Date of Peele's Death 

It is known that Peele was living in January, 1596. In 1598 he 
is mentioned by Francis Meres as having died. In view of the fact 
that Clerkenwell, where Thomas Heywood and other actors and 
playwrights lived, would have been a not unnatural abode for this 
Bohemian poet, it may be worth while to note that the registers of 
St. James, Clerkenwell, contain the entry : " George Peele, house- 
holder, buried November 9, 1596." 

It is true that the reference may be to some namesake more 
favored in worldly estate than the scholar-poet; but in our general 
lack of knowledge as to his exact circumstances, this record may 
deserve consideration. 

Katharine Lee Bates. 

Wellesley College. 



